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v In the old quarter of the city of Nashik is Panchavati, a Ramayana site located at a Triveni Sangam
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Of places ancient and now

Located on the banks
of River Godavari in
Maharashtra and
surrounded by a
countryside that is
home to the
country’s most
picture-perfect
vineyards, Nashik is
all set to become the
next tourist
destination of choice.
And, itisn’tjust that,
foritis also an
ancient Ramayana
place and a Kumbh
Melasite
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ashik, only lately
fashionable as a
tourist destina-
tion thanks to its
many vineyards,
might have come
tobe invogue only in the last cou-
ple of years. But as one of the sites
of the fabled Kumbh Mela that
happens every 12 years across
four different locations in the
country, Nashik has always been
a special place of mythological
and religious significance for Hin-
dus. Add to this the fact that this
ancient city is also believed have
been the setting for many an im-
portant episode of Sage Valmiki’s
epic, Ramayana. Even its name,
as the legend goes, is be-
lieved to have come
from the word Nasika -

w

temples. The best way to explore
ancient are of Panchavati is by
auto. For there are numerous
temples dotting the area’s many
lanes and by-lanes to mark the
spot where scenes from the Ra-
mayana are believed to have oc-
curred. There are specific autos
here that do this trail for a fixed
fee. Besides being the only way
to do this - for taxis are not al-
lowed beyond the Triveni Sangam
area, it is also the most conven-
ient, for some of the narrower
lanes by Ramkund and Sita Gufaa
tend to be packed with people
on foot. The most prominent of
these temples are the Kalaram
Mandir and Sree Kapaleshwar
Mandir. Besides these, the trail
takes you to the Vanvaas Sthaan
-where Ram, Sita and Lakshman
stayed during the latter half of
their 14-year exile (vanvaas),
Tapovan - where Lakshman did
his penance even stopping by at
interesting temples like the like
the Lamba Hanuman Mandir
where a huge, saffron coloured
Hanuman stands two storeys tall
inatinylittle temple. Don’t miss
the Goraram Mandir, just adja-
cent to Sita Gufaa. Though on
the outside it looks like just an
often-overlooked extension to
the Sita Gufaa Temple, it is con-
sidered to be a companion temple
to the more famous Kalaram
Mandir.

Amongst the newer attractions
inthe city is Muktidham. A marble
temple that is home to countless
gods and goddesses, from copies
of the 12 jyotirlingas to painted
verses of the Geeta, here you will
find even the Sindhi God, Jhule-
laal.

the Hindi word for nose,
for here is where Ram’s
brother Lakshman cut
off Surpanaka’s nose. This
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